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There are leaders that are born into it.  There are leaders that are thrust into leadership.  

There are good leaders and there are bad leaders.  One thing all these leaders have in 
common is that for some reason, people will follow them. 
 

There was once a poor man stranded on a desert island.  He was discouraged but diligent, 
so he got to work and gathered necessities to build himself a shelter.  He was successful 

and had confidence his shelter would protect him until he would be rescued. 
 
He was there for many months before another ship came by to rescue him.  During those 

months of isolation, he drew up plans, and gathered materials and started building a town.  
He was so proud of his accomplishment that he gave a tour to the rescuers from the boat 

that found him. 
 
His rescuers were quite impressed.  He built a ranch house with a garage, a theater, and 

two Shuls.  The rescuers had only one question.  Why do you have two Shuls?  His answer 
was simple.  One I go to, and the other I wouldn’t step foot into. 
 

To put it simply, there is an argument in one’s mind when one does not exist. 
 

Korach, from the tribe of Levi, Moses’ cousin, along with 250 followers decides to launch a 
campaign against Moses and Aaron.  They question how G-d gives Moses direction and 
whether Moses is making rules up as he goes.  Korach essentially says that everyone is 

holy and Moses and Aaron are unnecessary to guide and fulfill G-d’s will. 
 

The simple fact that this challenge to Moses is recorded is surprising.  Korach and his 
followers were “great men”, leaders and people of faith.  Their claim that everyone is holy is 
true.  They all stood at Mount Sinai.  What was their mistake? 

 
Their mistake was that they denied their need for Torah guidance.  “No man is an island, 
entire of itself”; as holy as they were, as intelligent and connected, they still needed to 

follow the path of Torah as it was given by G-d, to Moshe, and all of us.  Korach’s rebellion 
teaches us that we always need true Torah leadership. 

 
Good Shabbos! 
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