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Parshiot Achrei Mot-Kedoshim 
April 24, 2021 – 12 Iyar 5781 

 
In Parshah Achrei Mot we find the text that gives the details of the “Avodah” service in the 
Tabernacle, and later, in the Holy Temple in Jerusalem, for Yom Kippur.  The Avodah service of Yom 

Kippur contains within it the use of a “goral” (lots) which will determine the fate of two identical 
male goats that are used.  The Mishnah in Yoma teaches that the two goats must be identical in 
color, height, and value and they even must be purchased at the same time. 
 
One of these goats is destined to be offered as a sacrifice on the Alter, and the other one will meet 
its demise by being thrown off a cliff in the wilderness.  One is a Korban (a sacrifice) for G-d, and 
the other sent to Azazel (damnation, a scapegoat) off the cliff. 
 
The two goats are standing together one minute, and lots are drawn.  As the goat for sacrifice is 
being slaughtered, the goat for Azazel is standing there waiting for his fate.  What is going through 
the head of the second goat?  What is he thinking? 
Goat: (thoughts) What just happened?  One moment I’m with this other goat, looks just like me, and 
the next moment he gets slaughtered.  I am one luck goat!  His lot got drawn not mine. 
The Kohen Gadol (High Priest) then takes the second goat and places his hands on its head and 
confesses the sins of Bnei Yisrael.  The goat is then led out of the Beit HaMikdash (Holy Temple) 
toward the mountains outside of Jerusalem. 
Goat: (thoughts) So far, so good!  My luck is still holding.  I’m out of that place and now they are 
taking me out in the fresh air.  What wonderful scenery!  What a great life! 
The goat is then taken to a high cliff turned around with his back to the cliff and pushed off the 
mountain. 
 
These two goats had lots drawn to determine their fate.  The luck of the draw would “by chance” 
reveal the outcome.  How “un-Torah” is this?  Is it not true that everything is determined by G-d 
except for our “fear” of G-d?  So how can it be that the fate of these goats are in the hand of luck?  
To make us understand how little control we have.  Even though we have little control of many 
things in our lives we are still required to respond to them. 
 

On Yom Kippur we must learn the lesson of these goats.  We all start out with certain similarities.  
We each then are given the gift of deciding a path to choose.  Often there is a path of pain and 
sacrifice or a path of blissful serenity. 
 
We are filled with questions.  Why give up pleasures, why not get all you can out of life?  The 
answer comes to us when we realize that challenges and sacrifice builds strength and develops 
moral character in Torah values. 
 
Good Shabbos! 
 
Rabbi Nathan W. Langer 
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