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Parshat Eikev 
July 31, 2021 – 22 Av 5781 

 
 

The majority of Haftorahs from the books of the prophets have a connection to the Parshah 
either by a theme or a verse.  However, there are special Haftorahs for a Rosh Chodesh (a 

new month), Jewish holidays, and the ten before Rosh HasShanah. 
 
The ten Haftorahs before Rosh HaShanah are all concerned with the Batei Mikdash (the 

Holy Temples).  The first three Haftarot were words of chastisement and warning that the 
prophets (Yirmiyahu and Yeshayahu [Jeremiah and Isaiah]) shared with B’nei Yisrael (the 
Jewish people) concerning the impending destruction of the Temple if they didn’t repair 

their relationship with G-d. 
 

In this week’s Haftorah, Isaiah continues in the theme of the seven weeks of comfort, 
sharing with B’nei Yisrael when G-d will be willing to take the Jews back.  He (Isaiah) 
continues by telling B’nei Yisrael that G-d sees B’nei Yisrael as being reluctant to returning 

to G-d.  Isaiah tells the people that G-d does not accept a divorce decree. 
 

One of the commentators teaches that G-d cannot deliver a divorce decree to B’nei Yisrael 
because the law states that the divorce decree must be delivered into the property of, or the 
wife’s hand.  Since G-d is the sole owner of all, including B’nei Yisrael then a divorce cannot 

happen. 
 
G-d asks Isaiah to ask B’nei Yisrael why are they distancing from Me?  I never divorced 

them!  The Babylonians and the Romans destroyed the Temples by G-d’s allowance, 
because B’nei Yisrael was unworthy of an intimate relationship with G-d, however G-d 

never divorce us. 
 
This Haftorah captures G-d’s love for B’nei Yisrael, for G-d says; “I see you as though you 

(B’nei Yisrael) are engraved on My (G-d’s) hands.  I see you and always remember you.”  The 
most comforting words are simple.  Always remember wherever one is, G-d is always 
carrying us. 

 
Good Shabbos! 

 
Rabbi Nathan W. Langer 
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