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Parshah Terumah 

February 20, 2021 – 8 Adar 5781 
 

What is needed to build a Shul, a House of Worship, or a Home for G-d to dwell in?  G-d commands 
Moshe to build a Mishkan (a Tabernacle), a place for G-d to “hang His hat.”  Moshe may be a bit 

puzzled.  How can people possibly build a place for G-d to “live in”?    G-d answers Moshe saying, 
“even one Jew can build a Tabernacle as it states, ‘from anyone whose heart stirs him’”.   
 
Does G-d actually answer the question?  G-d has no physical form so the question of building a 
Home for G-d still exists.  The Alter of Slobodka explains that the Mishkan is not a “physical 
dwelling” for G-d.  It is a spiritual dwelling, where G-d’s Presence can be felt with a greater 
intensity.  In that place Hashem enables us to build an enduring relationship with Him. 
 
The way to start building that relationship is by giving to the Mishkan with a full heart.  Give what 
is precious to you such as gold, silver, and precious gems in order to gain closeness to G-d.  This is 
how the relationship was built and is built today.  We are showing G-d love and G-d returns that 
love. 
 
The Mishkan of the wilderness and the Beit HaMikdash (Holy Temple) was the place that fostered 
closeness with Hashem for generations.  Sacrifices could be offered there, and people could pray in 
that sacred place.  There were miracles there, and in those miracles a deep connection between a 
person and Hashem was forged. 
 
Such closeness could only come from a Jew serving G-d with a “full heart”.  The full heart is one 
that understands the depth of love for G-d and that understanding often involves challenges. 
 
Today there is no Mishkan or Beit HaMikdash, so what can we do?  We can come closer to G-d 
through Torah study, honest prayer and often sacrifice.  What type of sacrifice?  Time and 
resources. 
 
A story is told of the sage, Reb Aryeh Levine (O’BM).  He was outside in the rain praying by a wall.  
He was asked why he was doing this; he answered, “I was looking for a holy place to pray for 

someone who is very sick.”  He could not go to the Wailing Wall because it was under the control of 
the Jordanians, so he decided to go where the Tchebiner Rav used to live.  The house had his 
holiness still. 
 
Why do we need to build a Shul?  And what is needed?  The desire to get closer to G-d and what is 
valuable to us. 
 
Good Shabbos! 
 
Rabbi Nathan W. Langer 
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