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Parshat Shoftim 

August 22, 2020 – 2 Elul 5780 
 
 

From the Shabbat after Tisha B’Av thru Rosh Hashanah, the Haftarot (prophetic readings) 

are of consolation and redemption.  While we are in such “trying times” consolation is 
exactly what we need. 

 
Our haftarah this week is from the prophet Yeshaya (Isaiah).  He begins relaying G-d’s 
message to the Jewish people saying, “I Myself am the one who will console you!”  It is G-d, 

personally who will bring you (and us) comfort and redeem you (and us) from exile. 
 
The Jewish people are hesitant and insecure.  Each time they have been redeemed from 

exile has been short-lived.  The concern is a very real one.  What was the guarantee?  The 
response from G-d was that G-d would bring them personally to Zion. 

 
Our sages address this issue with a parable.  There was once a king who became enraged 
with the queen.  He rejected her and even banished her from the palace.  A short time 

passed and he reconsidered his behavior and invited her back to the palace.  She did not 
concede so quickly.  She set conditions that would make their marriage stronger. 

 
The same is true between us and G-d.  It is difficult for us to understand or comprehend  
G-d’ presence in our daily lives.  We feel “thrown out of the palace”.  When we are invited 

back in the relationship it flourishes. 
 
Trust, in G-d for ultimately it is G-d alone who redeems us.  By the time of redemption, we 

should be prepared to understand G-d’s revelations, and they will yield the most perfect 
results.  G-d will be “felt” right into the soul. 

 
As we continue to deal with all the trials and tribulations of our world today, remember 
that G-d’s plans are beyond our capability and “His Eye” is watching us. 

 
Good Shabbos! 
 

Rabbi Nathan W. Langer 


