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Parshat Shelach 
June 20, 2020     -     28 Sivan 5780 

 

G-d willing, we will be able to open up services again soon in “our Shul”.  The challenging 
question is how comfortable each person is in a group setting.  Is it possible that we may need 
to send in spies first? 
 
Our Parshah begins with G-d speaking to Moses saying:  “Send scouts…”.  These scouts are to 
reconnoiter Cana’an (Israel) and bring back reports.  We will learn later that the reports from 
ten of the twelve scouts brought back were negative, which impact us through today. 
 
Ramban (Nachmanides), the biblical scholar who lived 1194-1270, gives a reason for sending 
out the scouts.  He says that G-d did not command them to send scouts, G-d said; “if you want 
to send them, then send them”. 
 
Egypt was only a seven day walk from Chevron (Cana’an) so they could have learned from the 
Egyptians the conditions of Cana’an.  Why was it that Moshe wanted to send spies?   
 
One reason is that he was pushed into it.  Another reason is to change the mindset of Bnei 
Yisrael from a slave mentality to a happy “free” mentality because once they see the Land of 
Cana’an, the land promised by G-d, they will be overcome with faith and confidence, filled with 
joy and ready to march in and fulfill their destiny. 
 
Rashi asks a different question.  Why does this chapter come on top of the heels of the chapter 
concerning Miriam and her slanderous remarks concerning Moshe?  He answers that the spies 
should have learned from Miriam mussar (ethics & morals) and they did not.  They gave a 
report filled with fear. 
 
The spies lack faith.  When we lack faith our foundation is rattled.  When our foundation is 
rattled we become consumed with what we think we need as opposed to what we really need. 
 
Do we need spies to check out the start of services?  No!  What we need is to have faith and 
services will come soon! 
 
Good Shabbos!   
 
Rabbi Nathan W. Langer 


