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Parshah Bereishit 

October 2, 2021 – 26 Tishri 5782 

 

We just finished the cycle of Torah reading and began reading again with “The 
Biblical account of Creation”.  This week we read Parshah Bereishit in its entirety.  It 
starts with creation and the “perfect” world and closes with G-d being sad, regretting 

that He created Adam on earth. 
  
What happened in the short span of ten generations?  Adam and Eve have difficulty 
following directions and eat of “The Tree of Knowledge” and are banished from “The 
Garden of Eden”.  Kayin kills Abel.  Among the worst of crimes, murder comes into 
the picture, and Kayin is destined to a life of wandering.  G-d will have a “do-over” 

by the second chapter with Noah. 
  

The “evil inclination” overtook humanity in a short span of generations, however in 
Psalm (27:14), which we have been reading every day for the last six weeks, closes 
with “hope in G-d, be strong and have courage, and hope in G-d”. 
  

There is no greater challenge than the attempt to gain perfection.  Only G-d is 
perfect and even G-d had “regrets”.  The key to G-d’s “do-over” is hope.  There is 
specific hope fulfilled through prayer which is dependent upon the individual alone.  
There is “collective hope” dependent upon the unity of the group. 
  
It could be said that hope and expectation are not good for us because they could 

cause us weakness from waiting; however, without hope we are destined to fail in 

making a better future by serving G-d and humanity. 
  
While the world was created with perfection it was humanity who painted it with 
graffiti within a short span.  There is much to be done to cleanse the graffiti and 
hope in G-d is a good start! 

  
Good Shabbos! 
Rabbi Nathan W. Langer 
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