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Parshat Tetzaveh 
February 27, 2021 – 15 Adar 5781 

 

We have just completed the reading of the Megillah, and the celebration of Purim.  We have opened our Shul 

yet again for Shabbat services.  It is time to move forward. 

 

The reading of the Megillah and celebrating Purim gives us affirmation as Jews.  You may ask; how does 
Purim affirm our “Jewishness”?  The short answer lies at the end of the Megillah with one word “Ve 

Chizmanam” (and in their time). 

 

The root of this word is Z’man (time).  We see this word (Z’man) often in text and in Jewish prayer.  It is one of 

the basic tenets of Jewish observance.  We are bound by time, sunrise & sunset, night & day, season to 

season.  It changes every day as the earth spins around the sun. 
 

We cannot arbitrarily choose a time for prayer or services because of convenience.  The Gemara in the 

Tractate Brachot begins with a discussion concerning the “time” when one recites the Shema.  Days and 

nights are broken up into sections of time and those sections of time are fixed as to when we are to pray.  

However, there is always spontaneous prayer.   
 

If I forgot to pray an afternoon service in its block of time, I cannot make it up in another block of time.  If 

candle lighting is at 6:11 PM and I just can’t get to it then, I cannot light candles at 8 PM because it is more 

convenient.  Morning services have a fixed block of time; however, the Shema and the Amidah have to be 

completed by a certain time, a specific time within a set time. 

 
Establishing service times are based upon sunrise & sunset, or light & darkness.  The challenge to a leader is 

establishing service times with the understanding that there will be those who are unhappy because of lack of 

convenience.   

 

I’ve always thought it interesting that people adjust quite readily to punching a time clock for work, or arrive 
at a job at a predetermined time and leave at a set time.  There is no problem with schedules of travel or 

entertainment.  However, when it comes to “G-d time” the rules change, and convenience becomes, for many, 

the order of the day. 

 

When it comes to the Mishkan or the Beit HaMikdash convenience is the farthest thought from the mind of 

the Kohen (Priest).  We know this just from the word Kohen. 
 

Parshah Tetzaveh talks about the Kohen, the Priest.  The word Kohen means servant of G-d.  Le’Chahen 

means to serve G-d.  The Kohen is a leader and a server like the Prophets and Sages.  The Kohanim are the 

leaders in the holiness category. 

 
While the Kohanim of today are limited, in their responsibilities, the Rabbis (of congregations, schools, 

nursing homes, hospitals, etc.) attempt at filling the void today by leading in the areas of holiness.  There, of 

course will be those who will have challenges accepting the leader’s decisions for myriad of reasons.  Just try 

not to let the reason of convenience be one of them.  

 

Good Shabbos!  Welcome Home! 
 

Rabbi Nathan W. Langer 


