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Parshah Tazria-Metzorah 
April 25, 2020     -     1 Iyar 5780 

 
Happy Rosh Chodesh Iyar everyone.  We ushered in the new month Thursday night, Friday and 
Shabbos.  With G-d’s help this month will bring us greater freedom of movement in a safe 
environment. 
 
In Parshah Tazria-Metzorah the Torah addresses all kinds of diseases.  One verse says, “All the 
days the lesion is upon him, he shall remain contaminated, he is contaminated.  He shall dwell 
in insolation…” 
 
This is a very hard verse to deal with.  Rashi determines that this lesion is a form of punishment 
for speaking slander, of which quarantine is determined to be a just repayment or judgment.  
The most challenging judgment a person can endure is “solitary confinement”.  It breaks a 
person, even more so than physical privation. 
 
Everything that happens in life has a combination of judgment, mercy and kindness.  What does 
this mean?  In addition to Covid-19 the weather has not been so great.  This past week I had the 
top down on my convertible and arrived home safely.  It was a rare nice day and the “escape” 
from Covid was a good distraction.  The next day my neighbor came over and knocked on the 
door to tell me I had a flat tire.  There was a screw in the tire.  As we all know the weather 
changed to rain and I haven’t been able to deal with the tire.  What did I do?  I mean, really, I’m 
working on the front lines of Covid, can’t I get a break? 
 
I am now examining the combination of judgment, mercy and kindness.  The judgment is the 
time to fix the tire and the costs involved.  The mercy is that it didn’t happen on the road in the 
rain.  And the kindness is that I’m still able to continue to get to work on the front lines 
providing spiritual, emotional and religious support to those in need. 
 
When I look at the whole picture I can get away from the “why me” attitude and look at life’s 
punishments as a “hug”.  A hug is nice, just don’t squeeze to hard.  
 
Good Shabbos. 
 
Rabbi Nathan W. Langer 
 


