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Parashat Pinchas 

July 3, 2021 – 23 Tamuz 5781 
 

Does G-d need help? Of course not! However, it is Pinchas who “helps G-d”. It is a simple exercise of zealotry in 

defense of G-d’s honor. Why does Pinchas have to defend G-d’s honor? It is because, a leader who is a priest (such 

as Pinchas), must physically address the idolatry of a prince, of one of the twelve tribes of Israel, with a seductive 

idolatrous princess of a nation they were at war with. 

  

Pinchas is the grandson of Aharon the High Priest. He had to take the initiative in responding to the desecration of 

G-d’s name and people. He had to execute judgement upon the two perpetrators in order to restore sanctity to G-d’s 

name and His people. 

  

Pinchas is greatly praised for his act. G-d says about Pinchas, “he avenged my vengeance” and gives him the award 

of a covenant of peace. 

  

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein zt”l explains this covenant of peace as a reward, and what Pinchas did in order to receive it.  

Pinchas did something that was effectively G-d’s to do.  He performed G-d’s act of vengeance.  G-d clearly has no 

need for Pinchas to do this, but by allowing Pinchas to complete this act, Pinchas is able to demonstrate his great 

love for G-d. 

  

What Rabbi Feinstein zt”l is teaching us is that when we do mitzvot that was “G-d’s to do” we receive a reward for 

the soul.  He continues his point using tzedakah (charity) as an example citing a Gemara discussion that was 

between Rabbi Akiva and the “evil” Roman governor Turnus Rufus concerning the poor. 

  

Turnus Rufus “the wicked” asks Rabbi Akiva; “why did G-d create poor people?  If G-d loves the poor, why 

doesn’t G-d support them Himself?” Rabbi Akiva answers; “G-d commands us to sustain the poor, so that through 

them, and the charity we give them, we will be saved from the judgement of Gehinnom (Hell)”. Turnus Rufus 

continues his argument saying; “that it is charity that will condemn you”.  He brings up a parable:  A king of flesh 

and blood is angry at a slave. He has him put in prison without food or drink.  One person gave him food and drink.  

If the king learnt that this person violated his order, the king would be angry.  Since you (the Jewish people) are 

referred to as slaves as it is:  “For the children of Israel are slaves to Me”.  If it is G-d’s decree that a certain person 

should be poor, one who gives charity is defying G-d’s will.  Rabbi Akiva responds; “Here is the opposite of what 

you say:  ‘A king of flesh and blood is angry with his son, and puts him in prison and given no food or drink. One 

person came and fed him and gave him drink. If the king heard about this, would he not send this person a gift 

because he was no longer angry at his son?’, as it is stated:  ‘You are the sons of the L-rd your G-d”. 

  

The discussion continues and Rabbi Akiva had made his point concluding that G-d has “jobs” that while G-d could 

easily choose to do them, G-d allows us the opportunity to show our love and dedication to G-d, Torah, Mitzvot, 

and our fellow human beings. 

  

Good Shabbos!     
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