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Parshah VaYikra 

March 20, 2021 – 7 Nisan 5781 
 

The Book of VaYikra begins with the word “VaYikra”.  The direct meaning is “And (G-d) 

called out to Moshe…”  This Book is also known as “Torat Koharim” because it is the book 
of duties for the Kohanim with reference to sacrifices.  What did G-d call out to Moshe for?  
To speak to him about sacrifices. 

 
Sacrifices in the Torah are animals, spices, and incense predominately.  A Sacrifice is 

something that has value or cost.  There are all kinds of sacrifices that people make daily; 
monetary, physical, emotional, and spiritual. 
 

We may not have animal sacrifice today because there is no Holy Temple, but sacrifices 
made in the name of making the world a better place are quite valid. 

 
The Book of VaYikra contains in it more laws than any other book of Torah.  Rashi teaches 
that VaYikra contains “the majority of the essence of Torah”.  The comment that Rashi 

makes is in connection with the Korbanot (sacrifices).  A sacrifice (Korban) is dependent 
upon how a person thinks.  One is supposed to have a proper concentration for conducting 
a commandment, such as thinking about matzah as you are eating it during seder and that 

it represents G-d’s actions in bringing “us” to freedom. 
 

The korban (sacrifice) is hat bring “us” closer to G-d.  The Hebrew word “korban” is derived 
from the root “K-r-v” which means “close”. 
 

The korban must be done for what it was meant for.  A “sin” offering for a sin committed, a 
“thanksgiving” offering for thanksgiving and so forth.  The “why” and the “proper intent” is 

the purpose. 
 
As we open the Book of VaYikra and read its first chapter as G-d calls out to Moshe let us 

remember G-d is also calling out to us to make sacrifices. 
 
Good Shabbos! 
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