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Parshat Emor 
May 9, 2020     -     15 Iyar 5780 

 
Jewish life centers around festivals and Parshat Emor, while in the middle of discussing the 
festivals breaks away and introduces laws concerning leaving crops for the poor. 
 
Rashi (1040-1105), using an earlier source, asks the question; why are these laws, referring to 
crops left for the poor, repeated here, considering it was just in Parshat Kedoshim?  An 
additional question is why is this text in the middle of the holiday section? 
 
The Midrash answers the question.  It was the Pilgrimage Festivals that brought everyone to 
Jerusalem.  The Torah here is teaching that a person who leaves food, forgotten in the harvest, 
for the poor is considered to have built The Holy Temple and offered sacrifices. 
 
The special gifts of the fields are not so much about giving but more so about taking.  We 
cannot give G-d anything except our faith, trust and love.  Everything we have emanates from 
G-d.  So what is left in the fields is for G-d to take and redistribute. 
 
However, anyone defines charity; the bottom line involves giving something to someone less 
fortunate.  The feeling of giving raises endorphin levels and makes one happy, and can leave 
him with the perception that he is giving something that is his.  The leaving of grain that falls 
from the harvester or the grain forgotten by the harvester, and the corner of the field are 
unique forms of charity because the landowner is not giving anything to the poor.  The 
landowner is required to leave it. 
 
The lesson is clear.  The landowners, and we, do not control our wealth.  Charity is G-d’s way of 
distributing G-d’s wealth.  When these mitzvos are observed the endorphin level remains “flat” 
because the charity of the field is not “given” it is left to be picked up. 
 
It takes great control to leave something behind, for someone else to pick up.  The break of this 
mitzvah is the midst of festivals teaches us the simplicity of gathering together and caring for 
those less fortunate as a group and as individuals. 
 
Have a wonderful Shabbos!  Be safe! 
 
Rabbi Nathan W. Langer 


