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Parashah Tzav – Shabbat HaGadol 
March 27, 2021 – 14 Nisan 5781 

 
The Shabbat that immediately precedes Passover is known as “Shabbat HaGadol” (The Great Sabbath).  The 

basis for this Shabbat HaGadol is from the Prophet Malachi (3:23).  The pasuk (verse) states:  “Behold, I will 

send you Eliyahu HaNavi (Elijah the Prophet) before the coming of the great (another translation; fearful) and 

awesome day of HaShem.” 

 

What is this great and awesome day of G-d?  It is the day of deliverance/redemption.  This is what the 
Prophet Malachi is talking about.  And what day is this awesome day?  Passover! 

 

Passover is the ultimate day of deliverance and redemption, and it marks the map for the final redemption.  It 

is the model of what the world will look like in the future.  People will move toward G-d.  People will move 

from “slavery” to “freedom”, from darkness to light. 
 

The Gemara (Tractate Rosh HaShanah) has different opinions concerning Passover, freedom, and redemption.  

“On Rosh HaShanah, our ancestors’ slavery in Egypt ended; in Nissan, the Jewish people were redeemed from 

Egypt; and in Tishrei, in the future, the Jewish people will be redeemed in the final redemption with the 

coming of the Mashiach.” 

 
Rabbi Yehoshua disagreed and says; “In Nissan, the Jewish people were redeemed from Egypt; and in Nissan, 

in the future, the Jewish people will be redeemed in the final redemption.” 

 

There really is not a disagreement.  Each alludes to redemption; one spiritual and one physical.  In the realm 

of the material, any renewal is dependent upon the displacement of the old.  In the metabolic cycle of the body; 
with life comes death, and with death comes life.  As blood circulates; the process includes the removal of 

dead cells at the same time that new cells are carried to organs.  The basic rule of the world of nature is to 

replace the old with the new.  

 

In the world of the soul, this cycle does not exist.  In the spiritual core, nothing is ever lost.  And the 

knowledge and experience of the past enable us to more properly absorb that which is new.  That is the 
reason why at the Pesach Seder we are to “feel” as if we were with our ancestors leaving Egypt, and our souls 

will again reunite at the future “final redemption”. 

 

Malachi lived in a time in which the potential for a Mashiach was lost.  He was by most accounts, the last 

prophet, and his parting prophetic words were toward the future.  That future is redemption.  “And He (G-d) 
will return the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers…” 

 

Shabbat HaGadol is about rebuke and encouragement.  It is redemption from Egypt, fall of the Jewish people 

to the near loss of identity, and then final redemption, as the continuation of faith and tradition for time 

immemorial.  In simple words, Shabbat HaGadol is about hope and hope burns eternally. 

 
Good Shabbos! 

 

A Kosher and Ziessen Pesach! 

 

Rabbi Nathan W. Langer 


