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Parshiyot Tazria-Metzora 
April 17, 2021 – 5 Iyar 5781 

 
This Shabbos we read a double portion of Torah, Tazria-Metzora.  While the Book of VaYikra 
(Leviticus) is called Torat Kohanim (instructions for the Priests and sacrifices) it also has the laws 
concerning permitted and forbidden foods of animal origin (which we read about last week in 
Parshat Shemini), as well as laws concerning ritual purity and impurity. 
 
While it is true that there are many rationalizations for the laws concerning ritual purity and 
impurity, the statutes are essentially without reason and the hygienic interpretations that have 
been, and continue to be, brought forward have no real basis. 
 
Explore the ritual impurity of leprosy.  Torah leprosy is explained in the Talmud as a physical 
manifestation of a spiritual disease.  In the Talmud the physical leprosy is due to spiritual leprosy 
of speaking ill of others.  The Gemara also connects spiritual leprosy to other transgressions such 
as murder, swearing falsely, sexual immorality, pride, robbery, and selfish narcissism. 
 
While the translation of the word “tzar’a’at” is leprosy, the leprosy that pops into your mind isn’t 
even close to what the Torah describes it to be.  A soul stricken with leprosy is shunned, easily 
identified by the way he/she must dress and present himself/herself and yet at the same time be 
isolated completely. 
 
The Torah leper deserves to be outside the camp of Israel.  The leper does not deserve to be a part of 
the Torah society. 
 
The isolation of a person due to biblical leprosy is a time of forced introspection so that “true” 
repentance can take place.  This biblical punishment, like most “less severe” legal punishments, is 
not aimed at creating a feeling of rehabilitation.  It is aimed at spiritual behavior modification. 
 
When a person receives physical punishment, such as lashes, for a crime or a transgression it is a 
punishment deserved, but not aimed at repentance.  With the spiritual leprosy punishment of 
isolation, the return to family and society was an effort at rehabilitating the “sinner”.  The “sinner” 
returns to society spiritually clean because he/she has been successful in fulfilling the 
requirements of penitence and be purified from the sins committed. 
 
The surrender of egoism is what is most necessary for true spiritual purity.  Spiritual purity is 
altruistic in nature caring about our fellow human beings, while observing our honest bond with 
Torah and HaShem’s commandments. 
 
Good Shabbos! 
 
Rabbi Nathan W. Langer 


