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Parshat Devarim 

July 17, 2021 – 8 Av 5781 
 

 
We begin this week to read the final book of the Torah, the Book of Devarim 

(Deuteronomy).  There are two other names for this last book of Torah.  They 
are “Mishneh Torah” or deuteros nomos.  They mean second repetition of the 

Torah. 
  
Look at it this way...ask someone to do something twice.  The first time you ask 

in a nice pleasant and gentle way.  The second time you ask with more of “an 
order” tone.  Take a comparison of how each way turns out.  One might turn 
out well and the other not so well. 

  
Moshe comes to the end of his life and he prepares to deliver his final farewell.  

Moshe rebukes the people for idolatry, complaining, rebellion, the sin of the 
spies, infidelity, and for making the golden calf. 
  

Moshe opens with strong words and stays on the chastising theme for quite 
some time.  It is not only what he says, it has to do with Moshe’s delivery.  He 

doesn’t “smack “ them in the face directly, he makes his comments about their 
transgressions in a veiled manner, through hints and historical reminders. 
  

There is an old saying; “the customer is always right”.  What that means is, 
whatever the customer wants the answer is “yes” even if it is really “no”. 
  

In the Book of Devarim, Moshe’s final message to B’nei Yisrael, begins with a 
powerful lesson about the use of words.  Gentle, soft, and respectful words 

maintain the dignity of the listener, and slides through in getting the message 
across.  There is a need for rebuke, however, make it with constructive 
criticism and it will be heard and affect change. 

  
Good Shabbos!  

    
Rabbi Nathan W. Langer 
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