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What is the difference between a spy and a tourist?  A spy is a person who secretly collects 

and reports information on the activities, movements, supplies, and plans of an enemy.  A 
tourist is a person who is travelling or visiting a place for pleasure. 
 

Our parshah begins with G-d telling Moses to “send men to „scout‟ the land of Cana‟an…”  
The Hebrew word used is “ve‟yaturu” which essentially means to tour (sounds like the 

French word la tour [people from different places]) not spy.  Touring gathers information for 
one‟s own enjoyment.  It sounds like Moses is sending them on vacation, rather than on a 
mission of reconnaissance.   

 
The Hebrew word for spy is “merageil”.  If Moses was to tell them specifically to spy he 

would have said “leich lerageil et ha‟aretz…” “go spy the land”. 
 
In choosing his words he is making a comment to the “spies”.  He is telling them on one 

hand to “tour” the land, for it is promised to you, so have faith and it will be yours.  
Secondly, while you are touring, reconnoiter, and I‟m expecting a complete report as to the 
conquer ability of the land. 

 
The lack of faith and the fear of ten of the twelve spies prevented that generation from 

entering the land of Cana‟an.  That same lack of faith today may cause our generation to 
suffer the “woes” of fear and assimilation. 
 

They went and they came.  Rashi says:  “The spies had an evil intent both coming and 
going”.  Here it was that they were presented with an opportunity to lead and they 

squandered it away. 
 
There were twelve leaders of Bnei Yisrael sent and ten were compromised, the same 

number as a minyan.  Two remained loyal and maintained their faith.  Had those ten men 
chosen a different path where would we be today? 
 

So when we set out for services and hope for a minyan; pray for the minyan and the 
congregation to come closer to HaShem and bring a positive report. 

  
Good Shabbos! 
 

Rabbi Nathan W. Langer 


