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Make Sense of Commandments 
July 4, 2020 – 12 Tammuz 5780 

 
There is a type of commandment that one may not question.  It is the type of 
commandment that there is no reason other than “G-d says so!”  The name for this type of 

commandment is “chok”. 
 
Our double parshah this week is Chukat-Balak.  I’m going to stay on Chukat for this 

parshah sheet.  I opened with a short concise definition of what a “chok” is.   
 

The contrast between Chukat and Mishpatim is the true definition.  Mishpatim are those 
laws that are pretty explanatory.  We need to treat our slaves with respect, we cannot curse 
or strike a parent, etc.  In Chukat we are given a commandment that makes no sense.  We 

are commanded to take a red heifer and use ashes to purify someone who has had contact 
with a dead body.  The person who is preparing the ashes becomes ritually impure 

themselves through the process.  The laws of the “Red Heifer” are shrouded in mystery and 
something we may never know. 
 

What makes this so important in 2020?  We must understand and appreciate the 
difference.  We need to come to grips with the fact that there are certain thing to know and 
certain things not to know.  There are things to like and things not to like.  The “bottom 

line” is that we need to obey everything. 
 

Some commandments and life events are understandable, and some are not.  Some life 
occurrences are joyous, and some are not. 
 

As most small children follow their parents around, they feel secure in the fact that their 
parents love them.  So too it is with G-d loving us.  The same holds true with children doing 

what their parents say even when they don’t understand why.  When all is said and done, 
we follow Hashem. 
 

In Pirkei Avot we learn from Rabbi Yannai: “We cannot answer the question why the wicked 
prosper nor why the righteous suffer.”  Simply, there are things in this world that only G-d 

needs to know, and with faith it will work out. 
 
Shabbat Shalom! 

 
Rabbi Nathan W. Langer 

mailto:office@freeholdjc.org
http://www.freeholdjc.org/

