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WHO WILL YOU BE NEXT MONTH? – This month’s 
newsletter posed a challenge for me.  Last month, 
Tishrei, chock-full of Jewish holidays is over.  
“Perhaps, Rabbi,” our editor Jeff so helpfully 
suggested, “you can take the opportunity in writing 
your column to report, reflect and review on what has 
passed rather than focus - as a newsletter often does 
- on what’s ahead.  It was a great suggestion.  I 
was going to do that.

Then I came across this story: About a bank robbery 
in Palm Beach.  Two men armed with guns went 
into this bank.  One man held the customers at 
gunpoint while the other jumped over the counter and 
emptied a teller’s cash drawer.  The two men then 
fled in a vehicle.  They then abandoned the vehicle 
which the police reported was hijacked the day before.

But what the gunmen apparently didn’t know when 
they left the bank carrying the duffel bag stuffed with 
cash was that it had contained a hidden explosive 
dye pack.  When they realized that the money was 
marked, they dumped much of the dough onto the 
street.

Now listen to what happened next.  People driving in 
the area stopped their cars, got out, filled their 
pockets with the cash, got back in their cars and 
drove away.  A mother even left her baby on the 
sidewalk while she ran into the street to grab some 
money.  She scooped up fistfuls of the loot and then 
returned to the stroller and didn’t look back.

Continued on Page 2

In this Issue
Content Page
Rabbi’s Desk   1 ‐ 2
Cantor’s Corner  3
President’s Memo         5
Director’s Note                5
October Calendar       6
November Calendar        7
Services 8
Upcoming Temple Events 9
Committee Comments     11 ‐ 12
TIDBITS                                12 ‐ 14
Advertisements             15

Mailing Address
Freehold Jewish Center
59 Broad Street
Freehold, NJ 07728

Phone
732 462 0254

Website
www.freeholdjc.org

E‐mail
office@freeholdjc.org

FREEHOLD JEWISH CENTER

CHAI TIMES
RABBI’S DESK – Ira Grussgott



2

FJC CHAI TIMES – November 2016

But not everyone saw the cash flying as manna from heaven.  One woman, Rosa 
Garcia had just picked up her husband at the hotel where he worked when she 
saw stacks of cash flying across her windshield.  When she saw the red stains on 
some of the bills she realized it must have been stolen money. So she got out of 
her car and picked up as much money as she could and drove her bundles back 
to the bank and promptly turned them all in.

Now the question is ... how come? How come, when everyone else was going crazy 
with greed, she didn’t?

She was on the news that night.  And the reporter posed the question “You’re 
obviously not a wealthy woman.  Wouldn’t that money have paid all your bills for 
this month?“

Listen to her answer:  “I’m sure it would’ve, for sure.  But, if I had taken it ... 
WHO WOULD I BE NEXT MONTH”?

That is the question each of us has to ask ourselves when we face a moral 
decision.  Sure this money, this deal, this scheme, this gimmick will help pay my 
bills this month.  But who will I be next month; what cost have I cut on my 
character; at what price have I sold my soul?

Paradoxically, reflecting on all that we did together as a Congregation last month 
inspires me to ask of me and you: WHO DO WE WANT TO BE NEXT MONTH? 
Who do we want to be in the sight of our children, in the sight of our community 
and in the sight of our G-d?

Until next month, dear congregants  ….  think about it.

Rabbi Ira Samuel Grussgott 

RABBI’S DESK, continued

Come and meet Rabbi Grussgott
during his office hours

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday from 11:30am - 3:00pm
Friday - 9:00am - 11:00am
Also available by scheduled appointment.

As always come to services where the Rabbi, Cantor 
and board members are delighted to speak with you.  
Looking forward to seeing you on any Friday night, 
Saturday  morning as well at Sunday through Friday 
morning minyans.  We all welcome engaging with you.

If there is anyone that you would like to speak with 
call the office and leave a message and that person will promptly get back to you.



3

FJC CHAI TIMES – November 2016

CANTOR’S CORNER – Aron Heller

I would first and foremost like to thank the members of the Choir for their sterling 
work and support over the High Holidays.  In addition, I would also like to express 
a special Yasher Koach (a job well done) to the four young Torah readers who 
participated in services on Yom Kippur.  They are, Jacob Greller, Ari Goldberger, 
Paul Gurman and Josh Popowitz (Baruch Teheyeh).  Your ongoing commitment and 
continued involvement in our synagogue, post bar mitzvah, is commendable and sets 
a wonderful example.  On my own personal reflection, every year, it is with 
trepidation that I approach the High Holidays, given that the responsibility as your 
Cantor encapsulates your prayers, your hopes and your dialogue with the Almighty on 
High.  I pray that together we all get to be blessed with the realization of our 
endeavors. 

Much of the Holiday period gives me the opportunity to feel the buzz in our 
Sanctuary.  It gives credibility to the words “Am Yisrael Chai”- the Nation of Israel 
Lives.  By coming together in large numbers, we connect, as Jews, with our unique 
tradition and through the force of unity, the importance of who we are and what 
really matters. The festival of Sukkot, which follows Yom Kippur, is described as 
“Zeman Simchateinu” – a Time of Joy and regrettably, it does not enjoy the same 
popularity as the High Holidays.  Yet it allows us to catch our breath and enjoy the 
beautiful outdoors in the Sukkah.  Maybe it is human nature to get back into the 
swing of things all too quickly.  Our tradition teaches us that Sukkot is one of the 
ultimate pinnacles of faith.  The reasons given is that we are meant to abandon the 
sturdy, permanent structures of our homes, and dwell in a temporary structure for 
seven days – totally reliant on G-d’s protection.  It’s almost as if we are, in a 
sense, basking in the presence of G-d . 

Therefore, it is not surprising that at the conclusion of these exciting days, we have 
to create our own excitement, and certainly new goals, spiritual and beyond.  It is to 
this end that I invite and maybe challenge you, not to wait until next year until we 
have the privilege and pleasure to do this all over again, but rather let’s use the 
interim period, by picking one Shabbat morning, or one Shabbat evening to enjoy the 
gift of getting together as friends, and family.

Cantor Aron Heller 
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PRESIDENT’S MEMO – Jesse Glick
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I want to start by again wishing all of you a happy and healthy new year.--So 
where did I come up with the title "Let there be Light" – First of all on Kol Nidre 
I issued a friendly challenge – TO COME TO MORNING MINYAN/FRIDAY NIGHT 
SHABBOT SERVICE AND SATURDAY MORNING SHABBOS – I can only hope that 
I light a candle in your hearts and give you a shot from my own experience.  My 
whole world glows much brighter when I got started with my SPIRITUAL 
WORKOUT.  Come join your fellow congregants whenever you can.  We are open 
and welcome you. 

Secondly, as I hope most of you have noticed how much brighter our whole 
synagogue has become with our transition into LED lighting which not only is 
brighter but all more energy and cost efficient.

Freehold Jewish Center and its volunteers are committed to bring all of our 
congregants new and improved conditions and we will have many new functions 
and activities to help insure our growth.

And lastly may the light above us constantly ignite a fire in our minds and hearts 
so that we can all grow together to make this year better and brighter

With warm regards,
Jesse Glick, President

DIRECTOR’S NOTE – Marvin Krakower
Dear Members:

The holidays have passed.  I hope all enjoyed being part of a community here at 
Freehold Jewish Center.  As we go forward into the new year, please participate in 
all the events that we have to offer in our synagogue.  Our calendar will be mailed 
monthly, therefore, please be aware that you can find all the information that you 
need to join us. Some of the major events are:  Rabbi's Installation, Hanukah 
dinner, Casino Night, and other functions throughout the year.

In prior years, we renovated many areas of the synagogue.  We are in the process 
of redoing all the lighting within the synagogue, as well as outside. Beautifying our 
synagogue is just part of our mission.

We hope that all of you can be proactive in introducing unaffiliated Jews to our 
congregation.  Thank you for your help, as always.

Marvin Krakower, Executive Director



NOVEMBER 2016, Tishrei/Cheshvan 5777

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Shabbat

1 30 Tishrei

Rosh Chodesh  

2 1 Cheshvan

Rosh Chodesh  

3 2 Cheshvan

Hebrew Reading 
Class 7:30PM to 
9:00PM

4 3 Cheshvan

Welcoming 
Shabbat 
Service 
7:15PM  

5 4 Cheshvan

Noach

Services 9AM
Torah 10:15AM

6 5 Cheshvan 7 6 Cheshvan

Board of Trustees 
Meeting 8:00PM.
All congregants are 
welcomed to 
attend.

8 7 Cheshvan 9 8 Cheshvan 10 9 Cheshvan 11 10 Cheshvan

Welcoming 
Shabbat 
Service 
7:15PM  

12 11 Cheshvan

Lech –
Lecha

Services 9AM
Torah 10:15AM

13 12 Cheshvan 14 13 Cheshvan 15 14 Cheshvan 16 15 Cheshvan 17 16 Cheshvan

Hebrew Reading 
Class 7:30PM to 
9:00PM

18 17 Cheshvan

Welcoming 
Shabbat 
Service 
7:15PM  

19 18 Cheshvan

Vayeira

Services 9AM
Torah 10:15AM

20 19 Cheshvan

Sisterhood
Tehillim 
Reading 
11:00AM

21 20 Cheshvan 22 21 Cheshvan 23 22 Cheshvan 24 23 Cheshvan 25 24 Cheshvan

Welcoming 
Shabbat 
Service 
7:15PM  

26 25 Cheshvan

Chayei

Sarah

Services 9AM
Torah 10:15AM

27 26 Cheshvan 28 27 Cheshvan 29 28 Cheshvan 30 29 Cheshvan
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DECEMBER 2016, Kislev/Tevet 5777

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Shabbat

1 1 Kislev

Rosh Chodesh  

Hebrew Reading 
Class 7:30PM to 
9:00PM

2 2 Kislev

Welcoming 
Shabbat 
Service 
7:15PM  

3 3 Kislev

Toldot

Services 9AM
Torah 10:15AM

4 4 Kislev

Sisterhood 
paid up 
Lucheon 
11:15AM

5 5 Kislev

Board of Trustees 
Meeting 8:00PM.
All congregants are 
welcomed to 
attend.

6 6 Kislev 7 7 Kislev 8 8 Kislev 9 9 Kislev

Welcoming 
Shabbat 
Service 
7:15PM  

10 10 Kislev

Vayeitzei

Services 9AM
Torah 10:15AM

11 11 Kislev

Rabbi
Installation 
Lunch

12 12 Kislev 13 13 Kislev 14 14 Kislev 15 15 Kislev

Hebrew Reading 
Class 7:30PM to 
9:00PM

16 16 Kislev

Welcoming 
Shabbat 
Service 
7:15PM  

17 17 Kislev

Vayishlach

Services 9AM
Torah 10:15AM

18    18 Kislev 19 19 Kislev 20 20 Kislev 21 21 Kislev 22 22 Kislev 23 23 Kislev

Welcoming 
Shabbat 
Service 
7:15PM  

24 24 Kislev

Vayeishev

Services 9AM
Torah 10:15AM

25 25 Kislev

Chanukah

26 26 Kislev

Chanukah

27     27 Kislev

Chanukah

28     28 Kislev

Chanukah

29     29 Kislev

Chanukah

30  1 Tevet

Rosh Chodesh

Welcoming 
Shabbat 
Service 
7:15PM  

Chanukah

31  2 Tevet

Mikeitz

Services 9AM
Torah 10:15AM

Chanukah
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REGULAR SERVICES

Daily Monday and Thursday at 7:15AM, Torah Service
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 7:25AM
Sunday at 8:00AM

Friday Evening 7:15PM

Shabbat Morning 9:00AM, Torah Service around 10:15AM

See weekly emails for any changes.

FJC CHAI TIMES – November 2016

UPCOMING TEMPLE EVENTS – Mark Your Calendar
Thursday, November 3 7:30PM to 9:00PM. Hebrew Reading Class with Miriam 

Kapelushnik.

Monday, November 7 8:00PM  Board of Trustees Meeting.  All congregants are 
welcomed to attend.

Thursday, November 17 7:30PM to 9:00PM. Hebrew Reading Class with Miriam 
Kapelushnik.

Sunday, November 20 11:00 AM Sisterhood Tehillim Reading.

Sunday, December 4 11:15 AM Sisterhood Tehillim Group Members Luncheon.  
Call the office for more information.

Thursday, December1 7:30PM to 9:00PM. Hebrew Reading Class with Miriam 
Kapelushnik.

Thursday, December 8 7:30PM to 9:00PM. Hebrew Reading Class with Miriam 
Kapelushnik.

Also see Page 9 for the special events from the Social Action Committee.
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BAR & BAT 
MITZVAH

Joey Lescht
November 24th
Thursday

Harrison Stern
December 3rd
Saturday

Isabella Kramsky
January 7th
Saturday

FJC Social Action Committee
is pleased to announce some of the upcoming events scheduled for our shul family as well as the 
community at large and we hope that you will mark your calendars and plan on joining us. 
Looking forward to seeing you soon.

2016‐2017 Calendar of Events
2016

Sunday, December 11 Installation Brunch for Rabbi Ira Grussgott 
*****Watch your email for the actual Date/Time*****

Saturday, December 17 Pre‐Chanukah Party join us for Havdallah, Kosher Chinese and movies
for the children as well as adults.

2017
Friday, February 10 Tu B’Shevat Seder following Shabbat services

Tuesday, April 11 Community Seder with your FJC Family‐details to be announced

Sunday, Spring 2017 FJC Flea Market.  Date to be announced

Saturday, April 22 Come win some wonderful prizes @ Casino Night

This is merely a taste of some of the many events (movies, Shabbat Dinners, Challah Baking 
classes, speakers and more) the Committees at Freehold Jewish Center are planning for everyone 
in the coming year. Mark your calendar and plan on joining us as we continue to celebrate our 
wonderful shul.
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Freehold Jewish Center offers a crash course on Thursdays at 7:30‐9:00 
on the following dates November 3rd and 17th and December 1st and 8th

Please call the office to register‐732‐462‐0254                         
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Membership and Advertising Committee

All must agree that having just completed our High Holy Day rites, we were led by 
Rabbi Grussgott and Cantor Heller to a most memorable experience.  As with 
tradition, we also enjoyed terrific Jewish weather.  This is the good news.  What is 
less good is that somewhat fewer of us attended services this year.  There are 
few reasons for this and the one we want to focus on is increasing new 
membership and we request your assistance. 

With our beautiful building, dedicated personnel and a multitude of activities in the 
synagogue our membership is poised for growth; but, our synagogue needs your 
assistance!  This committee is implementing a procedure whereby Jewish 
homeowners in Freehold, Manalapan, Marlboro, Howell and Jackson will be receiving 
welcoming letters from Rabbi Grussgott accompanied with a new membership 
brochure.  Those folks will be invited to attend a service(s) and to come to meet 
our new Rabbi, Rabbi Grussgott.  We plan to send out around two hundred letters 
at a time at about six week intervals.  It is the committee's belief that these 
invitations will generate some new relationships and families as new members. 

Earlier we had sent out an email to the congregation asking congregants to advise 
us of the names and phone numbers of relatives, friends and/or others that we 
might solicit for membership.  We stand ready to meet with them.  If we do not 
hear from you then we will not be able to move from the "starting line".  So, 
please, do not just read this article and forget it.  It seems to me that the best 
chance for generating an increase in new members is for current members to “tip 
off” the committee as to who should be contacted. Consider this to be a vital 
request.  It is requested that you forward your referrals to the office by email: 
office@freeholdjc.org and include “REFERRAL” as the first word in the subject line. 
or by phone: 732-462-0254. 

You should know that half a dozen of your fellow congregants are part of this 
committee, and are actively working in an attempt to strengthen our community. 
They are Sandra Altman, Sonya Bell, Shari Back, Amanda Blum, Howard Kupferberg 
Jeffrey Weiner and Steven Weisman.  Let's give them the support that they 
deserve, that is names and contact information of potential new congregants ~ as 
many as possible. 

Leonard Brownstein, Chairperson
Membership and Advertising Committee

COMMITTEE COMMENTS

FJC CHAI TIMES – November 2016
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Sisterhood News

FJC CHAI TIMES – November 2016

SISTERHOOD TEHILLIM GROUP

The Sisterhood Committee wishes everyone a Happy New Year. It was so 
wonderful to see everyone in shul for the high holidays.  Sisterhood is hard at 
work thinking of events that our members can enjoy. We look forward to you 
attending the Sisterhood events and welcome any suggestions so please contact us 
if you have any ideas. 

Our next Tehillim Group will meet on November 20th, Sunday at 11:00 AM. Please 
join us for the wonderful experience, fulfilling a mitzvah in this group reading of all 
the 150 Psalms.  Please bring a food item as Sisterhood will be collecting food 
for the food pantry for the holidays. Food should be sealed and kosher. 
Synagogue members please feel free to contribute.

Our paid up Sisterhood luncheon will be on Sunday December 4 at 11:15 AM. 
We hope to see everyone there. It always fun to see old friends and make new 
ones.

Take a look at Upcoming Temple Events for the Tehillim dates and other events 
sponsored by sisterhood.

Linda Perchuk, Sandy Altman and Sue Rosin, Co-Chairpersons
Sisterhood Committee

TIDBITS

Every month we bring you “TIDBITS” of information.  They may be items related to 
Judaica interest, general interest, a news story we’ve read, a person in history, a 
recipe we enjoy etc.  This is also open to congregants that want to submit an article 
for possible inclusion in the Tidbits section of the Newsletter.

This Newsletter is for you, our Freehold Jewish Center Congregation, and we are 
pleased to open the forum to you and give you an opportunity for expression and 
reaching other congregants.  If you have a business call the office to advertise.  
Call us and share you Simcha’s.

If you want to submit something send it to office@freeholdjc.org and include 
“TIDBITS” as the first word in the subject line.

Last month we received some feed back to the Newsletter for example:

My husband and I are probably two of the longest...or "oldest", around 
40 years, members of the synagogue. I'm delighted to see a Newsletter 
again. You did a wonderful job and thank you!
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Twists: Mark Twain quote perspective on Tyrus Raymond Cobb

These are my favorite Twists … How about you?

When telling the story of Tyrus Raymond “Ty” Cobb, would Mark
Twain say:
“How easy it is to make people believe a lie; and how
hard it is to undo that work again!”

Ty Cobb was one of the most productive players in baseball with a lifetime batting average of .366, 
great at running the bases and stealing the bases (894, #4), including stolen home plate bases (54, 
#1), and playing in the outfield; among other on and off the field accomplishments.  In the movie 
“Field of Dreams” Shoeless Joe Jackson (Black Sox Scandal) would not let Ty Cobb play with the 
other ghost baseball players because “no one liked” him.  Was he really disliked by other players 
and fans or was he respected and admired?  The battle of Charles Leershen and Al Stump 
perspectives.

In the co‐authored autobiography by Al Stump, a media sports writer, which was published after Ty 
Cobbs passing and over many objections while he was alive for inaccuracies, Mr. Stump paints Mr. 
Cobb as an unsportsmanlike player who would intentionally hurt other players, was mean to fans 
and kids, a drinker, a brawler, short of temper, among other accusations.  Stump himself was 
known to be an avid drinker and make up stories about Mr. Cobb, especially after his passing, thus 
creating a myth (hey, it sells newspapers) and not a reality?  Many books and articles were written 
along the same lines.   Charles Leershen commenced writing a book and decided to go back to 
original source documentation.

Mostly the opposite was discovered by Mr. Leershen.  Players viewed Cobb as a tough player, who 
played to win and only played clean, but stood up and would not be disrespected.  He had about 9 
different techniques to slide into the bases and did not purposely try to spike players.  He had a 
deep respect for all players and was ahead of his time for welcoming all to play major league 
baseball.  There is evidence of hand written letters that he wrote back to fans, especially children.  
He toured with a comedy act when not in baseball season (sports figures weren’t paid like they are 
today, so they had to work in the offseason) and comes from a family of abolitionists.  On the 
whole and overall, on and off the field he was a nice guy.

In conclusion, Mark Twain may ponder, “It’s easier to fool people than to convince them that they 
have been fooled.” Is the dichotomy of Ty Cobb simply a display not to take matters, history and 
issues at face value and the importance of doing one’s own research and going to original sources?  
Then you can form your own informed viewpoint and opinion, factually based.  As we exit the high 
holidays, begin the New Year and venture into the future, in all phases and situations WHO would 
say: “Don’t Get Fooled Again”.

Sources: (1) Speech by Charles Leershen author of “Ty Cobb: A Terrible Beauty” (2) Al Stump co‐author of Ty Cobbs (alleged) 
autobiography “My Life in Baseball” (3) NY Times book review by John Williams, (4) Boston Globe book review by Allen Barra, (5) 
and other internet sources

FJC CHAI TIMES – November 2016
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Hey Buddy!!! Yasher Koach ….. Thanks!!! Baruch Teheyeh

יישר כוח תיהיהברוך 
Do the subtleties call for an explanation.  In Cantor’s Corner he gives a special heartfelt 
Yasher Koach ( כוחיישר  ) to the post Bar Mitzvah Torah readers.  Besides hearing Yasher 
Koach after someone reads from the Torah we often hear Yasher Koach after there is an 
Aliyah such as reading the Torah blessing and opening and closing the ark.  

What is the meaning of the greeting Yasher Koach (יישר כוח) (May it be for Strength / May 
your strength be firm) and the response Baruch Teheyeh (ברוך תיהיה) (You Shall Be Blessed).  
In certain circles you may hear Chazak u’Baruch (חזק וברוך) for “be strong and be blessed” 
and in response Chazak v’Ematz (חזק ואמץ)  for “strong and courageous.” 

The first mention of this form of congratulation is in the Talmud. It is written that when 
Moses broke the tablets G-d agreed with him and said: Yasher Koach that you broke them 
(Shabbat 87a).  

We have a custom in our temple of shaking the hand of everyone in the service after an 
Aliyah.  Come to the daily morning minyan for this great friendly and welcoming experience.  
Especially join us on Monday and Thursdays at 7:15 AM and of course on Saturday.  

Using the encyclopedia at hand (cell phone), we find the following quick explanation.  

=======================================================================
What’s “Yasher Koach”?

You’ve just said a Torah blessing, or given a drash [short speech about Torah] or 
helped with something around the synagogue. Suddenly people are sticking their hands 
out to you for a handshake and saying “Ya-sher KO-ach!” with great enthusiasm. What 
the heck?

Don’t worry, you haven’t done anything wrong; just the reverse, they’re congratulating you 
on a job well done. “Yasher koach!” is an idiom meaning, “Good job!” and it carries 
with it the hope that this mitzvah will give you the strength to carry on to future 
mitzvot. Think of it as a cheer, or a thumbs’ up.

It has a lot of variant pronunciations: YA-sher KO-ach, Y’Sh’KOICH, YA-sher-KOYch, and 
so on.

The polite thing to say in return is “Baruch Tihiye” (Ba-rooch tih-hee-yeh). That means 
“blessed you will be,” which might translate colloquially as “Back atcha!”

Sources: http://judaism.stackexchange.com/questions/61474/what‐is‐the‐correct‐response‐to‐chazaq‐ubaruch
https://coffeeshoprabbi.com/2013/04/25/whats‐yasher‐koach/

FJC CHAI TIMES – November 2016
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BINGO VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED

Tuesdays and/or 
Wednesdays.

Receive credit on your 
temple annual dues. 

Help us, help you 
by helping us.

Please call Marvin.

ADVERTISEMENTS

Advertisers
Contact Marvin to advertise.

732 462 0254

FJC CHAI TIMES – November 2016

Bingo is held every Tuesday and Wednesday evening, except on Jewish 
holidays, from 7:45 until shortly after 10 PM. It provides players with the 
opportunity to spend an enjoyable evening with the chance of winning 
prizes where the minimum total payout is $1,000 each evening. Food is 
served during a break, as well as before the games begin.


