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Parshah Va’Yechi 

January 2, 2021 – 18 Tevet 5781 

 
The First Book of the Torah comes to a close with Parshah Va’Yechi.  This is the only 

Parshah in The Torah that is “s’tumah” which means closed.  It starts in the middle of a 
sentence in The Torah scroll.  Va’Yigash ends and Va’Yechi starts without any paragraph or 
chapter space.  There is only one letter space. 

 
Rashi asks, why is this a “closed” chapter?  He has two answers to this question.  The first 

answer is “when Ya’akov died the eyes and hearts of Israel were ‘closed’ because of the 
enslavement that the Egyptians began”.  The second answer is one much more spiritual in 
nature.  Rashi says; that Ya’akov wanted the future to be revealed to him so he could see 

the end of days and final redemption, and it was closed to him, or more precisely 
“concealed from him”. 
 

I have often asked people if they knew what the future would be, would they change their 
behavior in the present?  The answers have varied over the years.  Some would immediately 

say yes, and some would immediately say no. 
 
I would then ask the same question and tell them to think about it for a few minutes.  After 

thinking a few minutes, the majority would say “probably not”.  The rhetorical question, 
why? 

 
People are created in a way that gives them choice.  The choices are Yetzer Ha-Tov (the good 
inclination) and Yetzer Ha-Ra (the evil inclination).  Each decision is clouded with some 

secrecy, and there are times to trust the secret. 
 
HaShem hid the secret from Ya’akov and Ya’akov had to trust HaShem, just as we need to, 

maybe more so now. 
 

Trust is that which gives serenity and peace of mind.  A person must trust HaShem like a 
child trusts a parent.  Therefore, Ya’akov needed to have the future redemption hidden so 
his progeny would trust in HaShem always. 

 
Good Shabbos! 

 
Rabbi Nathan W. Langer 
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