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Parshat Korach 

June 27, 2020 – 5 Tammuz 5780 
 
In Pirkei Avot (The Ethics of The Fathers), we learn from Yehoshua ben Perachia to “make for 
yourself a Rav…”  What does that mean?  It means; get yourself a teacher!  Teaching oneself is not 

as good as when we learn from a teacher.  Why?  Because what we learn from another person is, for 
all intent and purpose, better understood and remembered. 
 
The very act of discussion, back and forth dialogue, brings great benefit.  It develops leadership 
skills and an ability to talk and listen.  Every person you meet can be your teacher since you can 
learn from everyone. 
 
Learn from all people not just how they talk or what they have written, but learn from their actions. 
 
While it is true that there is much to be learned from everyone, making for one’s self a Rav is 
finding the “right” person to be spiritually connected, and at a leadership level that can move one 
closer to G-d.  And even then, there is no guarantee. 
 
Korach, Moses’ cousin, was able to argue with Moses because he couldn’t come to terms with the 
concept of having a Rav.  Since Moses was “the Rav” (spiritual leader) of the Children of Israel, it 
was natural for Korach to argue.  It was Korach who wanted the mantle of leadership.  When 
leadership is not accepted as valid, the results are anarchy and this was what Korach was creating 
in the community. 
 
Accepting Moshe Rabbeinu as the spiritual and religious leader was to understand that Hashem put 
“His” words in Moshe’s voice box.  When Bnei Yisrael learned from Moshe, they were learning from 
G-d.  This is trust in leadership.   
 
We really cannot trust anyone in the world, not even the holiest people, to rely upon their wisdom.  
We cannot rely only on any human being, no matter how great, for all human beings have flaws. 

 
When we look at a leader/a Rav as a tool for Hashem’s word then we aren’t relying upon the person, 
we are believing in Hashem’s wisdom that is revealed through that person.  This is the definition of 
a leader. 
 
Korach was learned.  He knew G-d’s Torah.  His lack of understanding Moshe & Aaron and their 
mission as G-d’s servants and representatives led to his demise.  Make for yourself a teacher and 
learn well so you can teach and lead with success. 
 
Good Shabbos! 
 
Rabbi Nathan W. Langer 


